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NEW YORK, NY (June 19, 2017) - The Byrd Hoffman Water Mill Foundation is thrilled to announce The 24th 
Annual Watermill Center Summer Benefit & Auction ‘FLY INTO THE SUN.’ Held on Saturday, July 29th, 2017, 
and presented for the first time by famed French Maison Van Cleef & Arpels, the benefit will honor 
Laurie Anderson and Isabelle Huppert in tribute to Lou Reed. ‘FLY INTO THE SUN’ will feature installations, 



placed throughout The Watermill Center’s eight-and-a-half acre grounds, curated in tribute to Reed’s 
exceptional life and work. 
 
For the 24th consecutive year, The Watermill Center invites over 1,000 guests to experience another world 
conceived by founder and artistic director Robert Wilson and over a hundred international artists of 
diverse disciplines and backgrounds. Described as an ‘enchanted forest’ and ‘performance art 
extravaganza,’ the annual Watermill Summer Benefit unites the worlds of art, performance, music, 
theatre, design, architecture and fashion into an immersive experience. All benefit proceeds will support 
The Watermill Center’s Year-Round Residency and Education Programs that provide artists with unique 
opportunities to explore and develop new work. 
 
Van Cleef & Arpels’ partnership in this year’s benefit follows a collaboration with Robert Wilson in the 
design of the exhibition L’Arche de Noé racontée par Van Cleef & Arpels that travelled to Paris, Hong 
Kong, and soon, to New York in October 2017. Nicolas Bos, Van Cleef & Arpels President and CEO says 
of their partnership, “This, of course, made us want to support Bob on his own projects, especially The 
Watermill Center’s wonderful programs around the transmission and sharing of knowledge, which also 
echo our own values.” 
 
Following the evening’s dinner, renowned artist and musician Laurie Anderson will perform The 
Wildebeests, a poem with musical accompaniment, as well as a surprise performance. Anderson and 
Lou Reed, who were frequent collaborators and both early supporters of The Watermill Center, 
presented The Wildebeests together at The 5th Annual Watermill Summer Benefit & Auction in 1997. Best 
known for her multimedia presentations and innovative use of technology, Anderson is one of America’s 
most daring and avant-garde creative pioneers. As a writer, director, visual artist and vocalist, she has 
created groundbreaking works that span the genres of art, theater, and experimental music. In 1982 
Anderson received a Guggenheim Fellowship and in 2017 received a Wolf Prize in the Arts. 
 
Additionally, The Watermill Center is pleased to honor esteemed French actress Isabelle Huppert. 
Huppert has had an illustrious film career, receiving critical acclaim in France and the United States. 
Most recently, she received a Golden Globe, Gotham Award, Spirit Award, and César, as well as an 
Oscar nomination for her performance in the film Elle. In addition to her internationally acclaimed film 
performances, Huppert has had an extensive stage career, including performances under the direction 
of Robert Wilson in Virginia Woolf’s Orlando and Heiner Müller’s Quartett. Huppert is an Officer of the 
National Order of Merit of the Legion of Honor, a Commander in the Order of Arts and Letters, and 
recently received a prestigious Molière honor award for her career. 
 
This year the Watermill Center gives special thanks to Karma Automotive and Robert Piguet Parfums. 
 
Image Credit: Matthew Bollinger, Video still from Apt 6F. 
 
For more information or to purchase tickets to The 24th Annual Watermill Center Summer Benefit & 
Auction, please visit: www.watermillcenter.org/benefit 
 
About The Watermill Center 
Founded by avant-garde visionary Robert Wilson in 1992, The Watermill Center is an interdisciplinary 
laboratory for the arts supporting young and emerging artists through its year-round Artist Residency 
Program and International Summer Program, as well as Education Programs, exhibitions and events 
open to the public. Throughout the year, The Watermill Center offers tours of the Center’s eight-and-a-
half acres of grounds and sculpture gardens, and 20,000+ square-foot building, which houses a library 
and a significant collection of contemporary and ancient global art and artifacts. For more information, 
please visit www.watermillcenter.org. 
 



About Van Cleef & Arpels 
Founded at Paris' 22 Place Vendôme in 1906, Van Cleef & Arpels came into being following Estelle 
Arpels' marriage to Alfred Van Cleef in 1895. Over the decades, the excellence of the High Jewelry 
Maison was established throughout the world. The Maison’s emblematic signatures – including the 
Alhambra® motif, the Zip necklace, or the Mystery Set™, technique; the exceptional, emotion eliciting 
gems named Pierres de Caractère™; the savoir-faire of the Mains d’Or™, the virtuoso craftsmen of Van 
Cleef & Arpels' workshops – have ushered forth jewelry and watchmaking collections redolent of 
dreams and enchantment. Today, the Maison remains faithful to this highly distinctive style 
characterized by poetry, refinement, creativity and artistic sensibility. Whether inspired by nature, 
couture, dance or the imagination, it offers the world a gateway to a timeless universe of beauty and 
harmony. 
 
Van Cleef & Arpels' constant commitment to creation also finds expression in its various activities as a 
partner and patron in the cultural field. Reflecting the Maison's attachment to values of transmission and 
sharing, these initiatives take place in sectors that it holds dear: they include heritage protection, fine 
and decorative arts, design, ballet and poetry. 
 
Media Contact 
Danielle Mayer, PR & Communications Director   
The Byrd Hoffman Water Mill Foundation 
Danielle.Mayer@watermillcenter.org 
212.253.7484 x 119 

@watermillcenter #flyintothesun #WMCBenefit  
@VanCleefArpels 
@karmautomotiv 

  
# # # 

 
 

 


