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THE WATERMILL CENTER ANNOUNCES PRE-SUMMER PARTY AT SPRING PLACE 

 

Highlights include immersive dinner by Paul Renner,  
performances by Kembra Pfahler, and DJ set by Kirk Knight 

 
NEW YORK, NY (March 5, 2018) – On April 5, 2018, The Watermill Center launches a new 
partnership with Spring Place, a members-only collaborative workspace and social club 
where fashion, art, entertainment and design come together. The two organizations will 
co-present a Pre-Summer Party, bringing the magic of The Watermill Center’s renowned 
Summer Benefit – an annual favorite on the Hamptons party circuit – to Manhattan.  
 
“Spring and The Watermill Center share the same ethos of expanding and engaging a 
community through creative thought and action; we are excited to embark on this new 
partnership in bringing together new ideas.” – Roya Sachs (Art Director, Spring Place) 
 
This year, to celebrate The Watermill Center’s 25th Annual Summer Benefit & Auction, 
Watermill and Spring will jointly host the Pre-Summer Party @ Spring on April 5, 2018. New 
York City-based art enthusiasts are invited for an immersive dinner experience titled The 
Decadent Crocodile & Gulasch Night by Austrian artist-chef Paul Renner. At 9:30pm, 
the after-party, featuring cocktails, dessert and dancing, kicks off with a performance 
by Watermill Alumna and downtown legend Kembra Pfahler and the girls of The 
Voluptuous Horror of Karen Black led by Christian Music and Cornelius Loy on the 
Theremin. The party continues with a DJ set by Brooklyn-based record producer and 
rapper Kirk Knight. 
 
Dinner tickets begin at $1,500 and after-party tickets at $250. Members of The Watermill 
Byrds, a group of young patrons and collectors, and Spring Place are eligible for tickets 
at a discounted rate. All proceeds benefit The Watermill Center’s year-round Artist 
Residency and Education Programs. 
 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 at 7:00pm | Spring Place, New York, NY 
Pre-Summer Party at Spring Place  
The Watermill Center celebrates the 25th Anniversary of the Annual Summer Benefit & 
Auction with a Pre-Summer kick-off party featuring installations and performances by 
artist-chef Paul Renner and Watermill Alumna Kembra Pfahler. The evening begins with 
cocktails and proceeds to a seated dinner. The after-party immediately following the 
dinner will feature cocktails, dessert and DJ set by Kirk Knight.  
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Paul Renner’s work focuses on the idea of art as a Gesamtkunstwerk. He is particularly 
interested in art as synesthetic perception. Renner creates environments where the 
aesthetic takes on the infinite, where all divisions collapse and not five but six senses 
fuse together. His method is anarchic, subversive and experimental, reminiscent of 
William Blake’s Proverbs of Hell: ‘The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom.’  
 

Kembra Pfahler is an artist and rock musician, best known as the painted lead singer for 
The Voluptuous Horror of Karen Black, a theatrical death rock band she co-founded in 
1990.  
 
Kirk Knight is a two-time platinum producer from Brooklyn, NY.  Knight is the producer of 
A$AP Ferg’s “Plain Jane” along with fellow Pro Era member Joey Bada$$’s 
“Devastated.” While he prepares for the release of his debut album It is What It Is, Knight 
will perform on the Flatbush Zombies “See You In Hell” North American Tour (April 25-
June 16, 2018). 
 
ABOUT THE WATERMILL CENTER  
Founded by avant-garde visionary Robert Wilson in 1992, The Watermill Center is an 
interdisciplinary laboratory for the arts supporting young and emerging artists through its 
year-round Artist-in-Residence Program and International Summer Program, as well as 
Education Programs, exhibitions and events open to the public. The Watermill Center 
offers tours throughout the year of its 20,000+ square-foot building, which houses a 
library and a significant collection of global art and artifacts, both contemporary and 
ancient, and 10+ acres of grounds and sculpture gardens.  
www.watermillcenter.org  
 
ABOUT SPRING PLACE 
Spring Place is an innovative collaborative workspace and membership club launched 
by the team behind renowned cultural hub and creative group Spring Studios. The first 
Spring Place opened June 2016 in New York’s Tribeca, catering to a global community 
of leading professionals and entrepreneurs shaping the business of contemporary 
culture. Comprising four beautifully designed floors of collaborative workspaces and 
social amenities, combining the services of a world-class professional office suite with 
boutique hotel-style hospitality, innovative cultural programming and access to Spring 
Studios’ full suite of services. Future openings include Los Angeles, Milan, London and 
Paris. 
www.springplace.com 
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